
 ECE Human Rights (English) 

Summer Reading Assignment 

Overview: Written in 1930, but set some 500 years in the future, Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World provides a look at 
human civilization in a post-apocalyptic world. Mankind has persevered, and some would even say, drastically improved, 
but at what cost? 

Requirements: 

● Read Brave New World in its entirety. You may also want to read the Sparknotes for the book.
● Read one of the following novels in addition to BNW, or view one of the films/TV shows:

Books 
o any of The Hunger Games trilogy by Suzanne Collins
o The Giver by Lois Lowry
o 1984 by George Orwell
o Children of Men by P.D. James (also a film)

Films 
o Gattaca (1997)
o The Island (2005)
o The Matrix (1999)
o Minority Report (2002)
o V for Vendetta (2006)
o Demolition Man (1993)

TV shows 
o Brave New World (Peacock) - I have not seen this yet, as it just came out, but I hear there are some big

differences and many similarities.
o The Handmaid’s Tale (Hulu)
o Altered Carbon (Netflix)

● Hand in all work as a Google Doc on Google Classroom
● Email me at sparks.cs@easthartford.org with questions or simply post them in Google Classroom.
● Be prepared to be quizzed on the book upon returning from summer vacation.

Part 1 Short Answers: Answer three questions from SECTION 1 in 1-2paragraphs (10 points each) and answer one 
question from SECTION 2 in 2-3 paragraphs (20 pts) 

SECTION 1 

1. Describe the technological advances the World State government has made and explain how these advances
have contributed to global happiness.

2. Provide a brief narrative of the major world events that preceded life in the year 632 AF.
3. What are the major differences between Bernard Marx and Helmholtz Watson? What is their most significant

common bond?
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4. Why have Mustapha Mond and the other Controllers gone to great lengths to keep “truths” like religion and 
“beauty” (art, poetry) from their citizens? 

5. Discuss where John and Bernard end up at the novel’s end and how these endings change your opinions of each 
character. 

 

 

SECTION 2 

1. How does your chosen novel/film compare with Brave New World in terms of the basic rights given to, or taken 
from, its citizens?  

2. What statement does your chosen novel/film make about mankind? How does this statement compare to the 
one made in Brave New World? 

Part 2- Essay: Use Brave New World, your chosen novel/film, as well as current events or personal experiences to write a 
well-thought out essay addressing one of the following questions: 

1. Discuss the degree to which citizens sacrifice their rights in the name of gaining or maintaining stability. Use 
examples from  both literary fiction and modern society. 

2. Are we headed towards a World State? Discuss how and why our society is/is not beginning to mirror the one 
depicted by Aldous Huxley. Use at least three specific examples.  

For each essay, you will use the following FCA’s: 

1. Write an introduction that clearly states your purpose and introduces at least 3 sources/pieces of evidence. 
___10 points 

2. In the body of your essay, sufficiently use at least 3 reasons, with ample evidence, to support your stated 
purpose. ___75 points 

3. Perfect spelling, grammar, and punctuation. ___15 points 


